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Purpose of Meeting

Welcome and Introductions
Alignment Alternatives

Review Decision Matrix Categories
Review Category Weightings
Results of Decision Matrix Analysis
Next steps




Vision Statement

“The vision for the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail and
CTfastrak Gap Closure study is to connect the communities with
a world-class multi-use trail that closes the gap in the
Farmington Canal Heritage Trail (FCHT) through the towns of
Southington and Plainville with a connection to the CTfastrak
station in downtown New Britain. These links will prioritize
safety, comfort, and mobility for all users, regardless of age or
ability, through cohesive and attractive trails that promote
economic and community vitality.”
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New Britain Alignment

GAP=&

CLOSURE 41 STUDY

Summary

o
g‘;’hb November 14 2016

All New Britain Alignments

&)

1_Gap,_Closure Study_NE_AlLvud

(nsel Drafts (2vou16ia2

jectikinal

i

00 Plainwilie Tl
T
L5

Southington

Berlin

Esri, HERE, DeLarme, Mapmylndia, (J@ OpenStrél !Map contributors, and the GIS user community

T a 05 1 2 Mile

. CTfastrak Stations L__J Town Boundary
Py ] Robertson Airport
Et:rs,f: Rt 72 Buffer
‘ bl | ! Quarter Mile Radius

1 I Haff Mile Radius

—— State Highviay
—— Rail with Trail; Railroad Active rail; Gap Being Studied
m— Wulti-use trail, Completed

™ W Multiuse trail, Under construction

= & Rail with Trail; Multi-use tral, In design

Gap Closure Trail Study Hartford County, CT

Alignment Scores New Britain

—Top Tier Proposed Alignments
Second Tier

Source Information:
Map and Geographic Information Center -
University of Connecticut, US Census Bureau

* Third Tier

— | owest Tier



Decision Matrix Categories

Potential
Property
Alternative Connectivity | Safety/Security Facility Type | Environmental | Impacts
Map # Alignment Name Overall Score (20%) (25%) (30%) (10%) (10%) Cost (5%)
7 P_1_Employment_Commercial
9 P_1_Parks_Recreation
11 P_2_Parks_Recreation
13 P_3_Parks_Recreation &o‘
14 P_4_Parks_Recreation 6
15 P_5_Parks_Recreation o :
16 P_1 Schools 0‘*
17 P_1 Shopping_Entertainment C .\0%
18 P_2_Internal e\\ .\%“
19 P_3_Internal Q‘ &e
.
20 P_1_Public %\9 0‘
.
21 P_2_Public (\( J . °< \
22 P_3_Public sco 66\ (\\*
23 P_1_Past_Studies 6\600 Iy 0 o
X<

1 INB_1_Employment_Commercial d\
2 INB_1_Parks_Recreation
4 INB_1_Schools
8 NB_1_Internal




Decision Matrix Categories

= Connectivity — (within a ¥ mile of alignment)
— Schools
— recreation facilities
— commercial locations
— cultural resources
— population
= Safety — Number of conflicts points with motor vehicles along an alignment
— commercial driveways
— Intersections
— mid-block street crossings.
= Security — (within 50 feet of an alignment)
— residentially zoned parcels within 50 feet of an alignment



Decision Matrix Categories

= Facility Type — (Length of trail that is either off-road or on-road)
— Off Road
e Multi-use trails
 Rail with trail
 Side paths
o Separated bike lanes




Decision Matrix Categories

Facility Type — (Length of trail that is either off-road or on-road)
Off Road
e Multi-use trails
 Rail with trail
» Side paths
» Separated bike lanes




Decision Matrix Categories

= Facility Type — (Length of trail that is either off-road or on-road)
— Off Road M
 Multi-use trails
 Rail with trail
» Side paths
o Separated bike lanes




Decision Matrix Categories
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Decision Matrix Categories

Facility Type — (Length of trail that is either off-road or on-road)
On Road

Buffered Bike Lanes

Bike Lane

Shared Roadway

Shoulder
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Decision Matrix Categories

Environmental
wetlands (acreage of impacts)
Floodplain (percent of alignment within 100 year floodplain)
Natural Diversity Database (does alignment cross a NDDB area)
Historic resources (within 50 feet of alignment),
Hazardous Material Locations (within 10 feet of alignment)
Additional impervious surface. (new pavement)




Decision Matrix Categories

Right-of-Way Impact (number within 20 feet of alignment)
Private properties
Public properties

Cost —
Design
Construction
Maintenance




Decision Matrix Weighting

Connectivity — 20%
Safety/Security — 25%
Facility Type — 30% y/
Environmental — 10% TQUGH __
DECISIONS

Right-of-Way Impact — 10%
Cost - 5%




Decision Matrix Methodology

Normalizing of values

Positive attributes rated 10 to 1

Negative attributes rated 1 to 10

Category score based on average of normalized values

Alignment score based on weighting applied to category
score




Decision Matrix Summary

Potential
Property
Connectivity | Safety/Security | Facility Type |Environmental| Impacts
Overall Score (20%) (25%) (30%) (10%) (10%) Cost (5%)

Alternative

Map # Alignment Name

7 P_1_Employment_Commercial

9 P_1_Parks_Recreation

11 P_2_Parks_Recreation

13 P_3_Parks_Recreation

14 P_4 Parks_Recreation

15 P_5_Parks_Recreation

16 P_1_Schools

17 P_1_Shopping_Entertainment

18 P_2_Internal

19 P_3_Internal

20 P_1_Public

21 P_2_Public

22 P_3_Public

23 P_1_Past_Studies

1 INB_1_Employment_Commercial

2 INB_1_Parks_Recreation

4 INB_1_Schools

8 INB_1_Internal
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Top Alignment - Plainville
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Top Alignment - New Britain
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Decision Matrix Summary

Potential
Property
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Connectivity

Connectivity (20%)
Within 1/4 mile of resource
Schools Recreational Facilities Commercial Locations Cultural Resources Population
Length of  [How many Commercial Cultural Total
Iternative Alternative | Schools - | Schools | How many Rec | Recreational | How many - | Locations |How Many -| Resources | Population | Population | Category
Map # lignment Name (miles) Number | Score Fac - Number [Facilities Score] Number Score Number Score Served Score Score
7 P_1_Employment_Commercial
9 P_1_Parks_Recreation
11 p_2_Parks_Recreation 06
13 P_3_Parks_Recreation 0 %
14 P_4_Parks_Recreation 0‘* ‘.\o
15 P_5_Parks_Recreation '\0 . “
16 P_1_Schools 0\® e\%
17 P_1_Shopping_Entertainment \ @
18 P_2_Internal Q(e o&
19 P_3_Internal .\s o
20 P_1_Public . (\% 6\0
21 b 2 Public (\ 05
22 p_3_Public Sco * 60 0\*
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Safety and Security

Safety / Security (25%)
Number of Conflicts along Alternative

Safety - Commercial

Safety - Intersections

Safety -

Security -

Proximity to homes

Driveways Mid-Block Crossings (w/in 50')
Length of Number of | Mid-Block Number of
Alternative Alternative | Number of | Driveways Number of Intersections | Mid-Block | Crossings |[Numberof| Homes Category
Map # Alignment Name (miles) Driveways Score Intersections Score Crossings Score homes, etc.| Score Score
7 P_1_Employment_Commercial
9 P_1_Parks_Recreation
11 P_2_Parks_Recreation \*
13 P_3_Parks_Recreation ‘0( oo
14 P_4 Parks_Recreation 06 ‘.\0
15 P_5_Parks_Recreation 6 '\‘e
16 P 1 Schools 6‘* C(
17 P_1_Shopping_Entertainment '\o . o%
18 P_2_Internal L & “‘\
19 P 3 Internal ‘e\\ é\%
20 P_1_Public Q
21 P 2 public \5 o&
22 P_3_Public .\0% o
23 p_1_Past_Studies o( X o
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Facility Type - Assumptions

Through open space: off road

Along limited access highway: adjacent to road
Along State route: 50% adjacent to / 50% on road
Along local road: on road

Along Northwest Drive: off-road

Along Black Rock Ave: adjacent to road, from Crooked
Street to Wooster Street. Tilcon quarry / high heavy truck traffic



















Next Steps

Take the Top Alignments and refine them further
4 for Plainville
2 for New Britain

Have these refined for the January Workshops

These workshops will assist in determining the final design
product.

Workshop will entail attendees determining the best facility for
different areas along the corridor.




Next Steps

&

Town Council
Meetings
Nov/Dec 2016 .

Steering Committee |
/ Tech Team '

Meeting

Nov 2016

N

Public Info Meeting |

‘ Polish Festival |

April 2017

Steering Comm /
Tech Team Mtng
June 2017
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Town Council Town Council
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2015 FCHT Total Trail usage
U S AG E Farmington Valley—326,050
FCHT South*—296,818

*Using National Bicyele and Pedestrian Documentation Project Methods ﬁ:m 5-0 = kﬂﬂ ‘* o



S P E N D | N G A 2013 study by the Outdoor Industry Association in non-motorized
recreational activities found that participants in CT

TRAIL-BASED RECREATION BICYCLE RELATED RECREATION

q:.::p $60_ 26 DAY TRIPS -l:¢:h $4381
. $ 1 48 _89 OVERNIGHT TRIPS . $1 5093

The impact of tourism is difficult to determine
although various reports show approximately
0.8% of state visitors biking. There were slightly
more hikers in CT. Visitor parties spent an
average of $623 during each trip.*

*Connecticut Department of Cormmunity & Economic Development, Witan Intelligence and HZR Market Research in 2015

New York Parks & Trails Erie
Canalway Trail 2014*

. 277 miles complete (75%}: 1.6 million
: Visits a year.

Visitor spending generates $253 million

in sales, 3,440 jobs, $78 million in labor
income, and $28.5 million in taxes.

Locals spend on average $26.37 per visit.
Overnight visitors spend $531.47 per visit.
Overnight stays push the metric: As a

trail system becomes a tourist magnet,
. these $$ explode.

*Paul A Scipione Ph. D.; SUNY Genesso



VWHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR CONNECTICUT COMMUNITIES?

622,000 USERS ON 42 MILES OF
NON-CONTIGUGUS TRAIL IN 2015

[T
(i 7%

B

Local Day Trips @ $44 Tourist Trips @ $623

$27368,000  $3,100,000

Conservatively

$30,468,000



Tim Malone | tmalone@crcog.org | 860.522.2217 Ext. 224
Dave Head | dhead@vhb.com
Andrea Drabicki | adrabicki@vhb.com

Chris Faulkner | cfaulkner@vhb.com
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www.gapclosurestudy.com
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