
May 22, 2017 Community Meeting

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail

Gap Closure and CTfastrak Study
CRCOG, CTDOT, Plainville, Southington and New Britain



Agenda for Our Presentation

ÁBrief Project Overview

ÁPotential Trail Alignments

ïHow we used feedback from the charrettes

ïOur shortlist of practical and feasible alternatives

ÁFramework for Evaluating Alignments

ÁOur Schedule Moving Forward



Purpose of Tonightõs Meeting

Tonightõs meeting we present you with a set of 

practical and feasible alternatives 
for closing the gap in the Farmington Canal 

Heritage Trail and connecting to the CTfastrak

trail, including the process we used to get where 

we are, and will discuss with you how we plan 

to evaluate remaining alternatives



Brief Project Overview



Vision Statement

òThe vision for the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail and 

CTfastrak Gap Closure study is to connect the communities 

with a world -class multi -use trail that closes the gap in the 

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail (FCHT) through the towns of 

Southington and Plainville with a connection to the CTfastrak

station in downtown New Britain. These links will prioritize 

safety, comfort, and mobility for all users , regardless of age 

or ability , through cohesive and attractive trails that promote 

economic and community vitality.ó



Our Study Area(s)



The Scope of this Study

ÁDocument existing conditions, opportunities

and constraints

ÁDevelop a list of potential trail alignments

ÁScreen and evaluate potential trail

alignments

ÁIdentify one preferred trail alignment

ïComplete the FCHT gap

ïConnect to CTfastrak in New Britain

ÁPrepare concept plan

ïConceptual level design

ïCost estimates

ïImplementation plan



Our Workplan
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Phase 1: Identify Alternative(s) Phase 2: Refine Alternative(s) Phase 3: Prepare Concept Plan

Alignment is for illustrative purposes only.

Spring 2017 Summer 2017 Fall 2017



Potential Trail Alignments



Alternative Development Process



Plainville



Primary and Secondary Schools User Group



Commuter User Group



Parks and Recreation User Group



Shopping and Entertainment User Group



Report Back - Plainville

ÁHow well did the trail fit to 

your network?

ÁWhat were your key 

challenges?

ÁHow did your user group 

determine your route 

choices?

ÁKey destinations



Long List of Alternatives - Plainville

Á14 alternatives in 

total

ÁCreated during fall 

2016

ïCharrettes

ïSteering Committee

ïStakeholder 

discussions

ïTechnical efforts

ÁDifferent focal points

ïShopping

ïSchools

ïEmployment

ïParks/Recreation



New Britain



Primary and Secondary Schools User Group



Parks and Recreation User Group


